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SUPPLEMENTAL ACTION 

This supplemental action is being mailed to the applicant in order to correct an 
inadvertent typographical error in the Examiner's amendment. Specifically the error occurred in 
the previous Examiner's amendment to claim 11, line 4, wherein "SEQ ID NO:3" (in the second 
instance) was inadvertently recited as "SEQ m NO: 3". The error has now been corrected in this 
Office action. 

Claims 1-3, 7-15, 17-22 are currently pending and are present for examination. 

Applicants' amendments and arguments filed on 4-12-04, have been fully considered and 
are deemed to be persuasive to overcome the rejections previously applied. Rejections and/or 
objections not reiterated from previous office actions are hereby withdrawn. Examiner has 
withdrawn the previous rejections in view of extensive claim amendments which overcome those 
rejections. 

Drawings 

Drawings submitted in this application are accepted by the Examiner for examination 
purposes only. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) is required in order to make an examiner's 
amendment which places this application in condition for allowance. During a telephone 
conversation conducted on 5-7-04, Ms. Pamela Torpey requested an extension of time for ONE 
MONTH(S) and authorized the Director to charge Deposit Account No. 08-0380 the required fee 
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of $55 for this extension and authorized the following examiner's amendment. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 



The application has been amended as follows: 

Please amend claim 1,11 and 15 as follows. 
Claim 1 . (Currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding a polypeptide 
having thermostable cellulase activity and having the amino acid sequence of 
SEQIDNO:2, wh e r e in said nucleic acid or encoding a truncated polypeptide 
such that one or more of the amino acid residues from position one to position 
40 in SEQ ID NO: 2 are deleted in th e polyp e ptid e e ncod e d by said nucl e ic acid 
mol e cule , wherein said truncated polypeptide has a specific activity that is at least 
two times greater than the specific activity of the polypeptide having the full 
length sequence of SEQ ID NO:2, wherein the specific activity is assessed using 
carboxymethyl cellulose as substrate. 



Claim 1 1 . (Currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule said nucleic acid having a 
nucleotide sequence selected from the group consisting of : nucleotides 85-783 of 
SFQ ID NO: 3, 

nucleotides 88-783 of SEQ ID NO: 3, nucleotides 91-783 of SEQ ID NO: 3, 
nucleotides 94-783 of SEQ ID NO: 3. nucleotides 97-783 of SEQ ID NO:3, 
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nucleotides 100-783 of SEQ ID NO:3, nucleotides 103-783 of SEQ ID NO:3, 

nucleotides: 106-783 of SEQ ID NO:3, nucleotides 109-783 of SEQ ID NO:3 and 

nucleotides 1 12-783 of SEQ ID NO; 3, wherein said nucleic acid 

sequence encodes a thermostable cellulase polypeptide having a specific activity 

that is at least two times greater than the specific activity 

of the polypeptide having the full-length sequence of SEQ ID NO:2, where the 

specific activity is assessed using carboxymethyl cellulose as substrate. 



Claim 15. (Currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding a fusion protein 
comprising a thermostable cellulase polypeptide having the amino acid sequence 
of SEQ ID NO:2 and a fusion partner whoroin, said or a fusion protein 
comprising a thermostable cellulase is-a variant of a glycosyl hydrolase of 
family 12 and a fusion partner , wherein said variant is truncated such that one or 
more of the amino acid residues in position one to position 40 in SEQ ID NO: 2 
are deleted in th e fusion protoin e ncoded by said nucleic acid mol e cul e, wherein 
said variant p olypeptide has a specific activity that is at least two times greater 
than the specific activity of the polypeptide having the full length sequence of 
SEQ ID NO:2, wherein the specific activity is assessed using carboxymethyl 
cellulose as substrate. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-3, 7-15, 17-22 are allowed. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Following a diligent 
search it was determined that the prior art neither teaches nor suggests a truncated thermostable 
cellulase having a specific activity that is at least two times greater than the polypeptide with 
full-length SEQ ID NO:2 as claimed in claims 1-3, 7-15, 17-22. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Manjunath N. Rao, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0939. The Examiner can normally be reached on 7.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Ponnathapura 
Achutamurthy can be reached on 571-272-0928. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 for regular communications 
and for After Final communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
571-272-1600. 




Manjunath N. Rao 
July 8, 2004 



